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E dit or’s N ote

I first hear d Si ng Yo u Ho me, perf or me d by t he C ha m ber C h oir at H oly 
Heart Hig h Sc h o ol i n St. J o h n’s, Ne wf o u n dla n d (directe d by R o bert 
C ol b o ur ne), i n a n o nli ne vi de o create d d uri ng t he C ovi d-1 9 pa n de mic. I 
was m ove d by t he perf or ma nce - n ot o nly by t he bea utif ul si ngi ng a n d 
m usicia ns hi p, b ut by t he way t hat t he y o u ng si ngers pers o nally a n d c ollectively 
e nga ge d wit h t he pai nf ul t he me of l osi ng l ove d o nes bef ore t heir ti me. 

H oly Heart’s perf or ma nce i nc or p orate d A merica n Sig n La ng ua ge, 
ta ug ht t o t he m by t he Ne wf o u n dla n d Deaf C h oir. D uri ng 
o ne m usical i nterl u de, si ngers hel d u p p oster b oar ds t hat rea d 
p hrases t hat a ns were d t he pr o m pt “I si ng beca use …” 

I si ng beca use … it is a n ex pressi o n of l ove.

I si ng beca use … it writes o ur st ory.

I si ng beca use … it b uil ds c o m m u nity!

I si ng beca use … w he n I si ng, I a m h o me. 

Li ke t he si ngers fr o m H oly Heart, we e nc o ura ge y o u t o create a safe 
s pace i n w hic h si ngers ca n begi n t o pr ocess t he di ffic ult l osses i n o ur 
lives. I fi n d t he m ost p o werf ul p orti o n of text t o be t he o pe ni ng of t he 
refrai n: “I’ll si ng f or y o u beca use I nee d t o. Rig ht n o w t his is all I k n o w.” 
W he n we d o n’t k n o w w hat else t o d o, w he n we have d o ne all we c o ul d, 
si ngi ng by o urselves - a n d si ngi ng wit h ot hers - ca n hel p us c o pe. 

A n ot her p o werf ul o nli ne vi de o is of t he E n nis Sisters perf or mi ng Si ng Yo u 
Ho me  at o ne of Ca na da’s D- Day c o m me m orati o n cere m o nies. O n D- Day, 
J u ne 6, 1 9 4 4, 4, 41 4 Allie d tr o o ps were kille d – “t o o s o o n t o leave t his eart h.” 

As y o u pre pare t o perf or m t he piece, be s ure t hat t he r hyt h mic sy nc o pati o ns 
are precise, yet never acce nte d; t he l o nger legat o p hrase is t he g oal. Als o, 
be s ure t o kee p t he mel o dy pr o mi ne nt eve n w he n it m oves bet wee n 
v oices, s o t he liste ner ca n disti ng uis h bet wee n mel o dy a n d har m o ny/
acc o m pa nyi ng v oices. ( T h ose si ngi ng har m o ny or “ O o” are li ke t h ose 
w h o give u n waveri ng s u p p ort t o t heir frie n ds t hr o ug h a tra gic l oss.)

T hr o ug h si ngi ng t his piece, may y o u grieve, re me m ber, 
h o n or y o ur l ove d o nes, a n d fi n d c o mf ort a n d h o pe. 

— Dr. Ja mie Hill ma n
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